Calciphylaxis: no therapeutic concepts for a poorly understood syndrome?
Calciphylaxis is a very uncommon and severe disease which mainly appears in patients with chronic renal insufficiency. It presents with ischemia and necrosis of the skin, subcutaneous adipose tissue, muscles and rarely viscera. The pathogenetic mechanisms inducing calciphylaxis are for the most part unknown. The mortality rate of 80% in the first year is very high. Patients experience marked pain, recurrent infections and the constant risk of secondary sepsis. Even multidisciplinary therapeutic strategies are limited, although there are recent case reports providing promising new therapeutic options including sodium thiosulfate and cinacalcet. This review summarizes the important aspects of diagnosis, pathogenesis, prevention and the possible therapeutic strategies of this intriguing, rare and often fatal disease.